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              We're Celebrating 100 Years of Impact in Central Ohio!

                                              
                                    Join Us                  
                    
                  
                
                          

          


        
          
          
            
              
              
            


            
              Tax Time can prepare your taxes for free.

                                              
                                    Find out if you qualify                  
                    
                  
                
                          

          


        
          
          
            
              
              
            


            
              Success by Third Grade Creates Lifetime Opportunities.

                                              
                                    Join the Movement                  
                    
                  
                
                          

          


        
          
          
            
              
              
            


            
              Help Build a Stronger, More Equitable Central Ohio.

                                              
                                    Make a donation today                  
                    
                  
                
                                              
                                    Watch Our Video                  
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            Making a Difference Where It's Needed Most

          

          United Way supports a network of nonprofit partners working to ensure people in crisis can meet their basic needs, and children have equal opportunities to achieve student success. When you give to United Way, you can be confident you'll make a significant impact on the greatest needs in central Ohio.

        
 

        
                                  
              
              
                Basic Needs

                Even before the pandemic, 1 in 3 central Ohioans lacked the income needed to meet basic needs without assistance. Equitable access to food and shelter is essential to help families and individuals feel safe, healthy and supported as they work to recover from the impact of COVID-19.

                              
 
            
 
                                  
              
              
                Student Success

                When we help students succeed from cradle to career, we create a stronger central Ohio for all of us. Access to high-quality, safe early learning environments, and equitable opportunities and resources through high school improves graduation rates and reduces unemployment.

                              
 
            
 
                  
 

      
 
    


        
            

      

        
          Creating Lasting Change

          Years ago, we laid the foundation. Moving forward, we will continue to leverage and build upon the talent, strength and opportunity that is available in central Ohio. We align resources, build strong partnerships and ensure the fair treatment of everyone.

        
 

        
                                  
              Diversity.

              Diversity is who we are. Our Board of Trustees, staff and volunteers come from many walks of life and reflect the many faces that make up our community. Our greatest strength is that we’re not all the same.

            

                                  
              Equity.

              Equity is making sure everyone in the community has fair treatment and access in order to reach their full potential. The ZIP code you are born into or live in should not determine your destiny. But opportunities and resources vary widely from neighborhood to neighborhood in central Ohio.

            

                                  
              Inclusion.

              Inclusion provides a sense of belonging, strengthens our community and is essential to what we do. 

            

                  


      
 
    


        
      

        
          
            Join Us

            and Live United
          

          By joining United Way of Central Ohio, you're not only making a difference for our community. You're creating a deeper connection to the place you call home. You're making a choice to Live United — and that's powerful.

        
 

        
                                  
              
              Make a one-time or recurring contribution.

              Donate
            

                                  
              
              Raise your hand and give back.

              Volunteer
            

                                  
              
              Use your voice to raise awareness.

              Learn More
            

                  


      
 
    



        
      

        
          Our Impact

          We measure our success in lives changed. With your help, we provide relief and hope for thousands of families and students in central Ohio. Each story is a testament to the difference we can make when we join together to create lasting change.

        
 

      
 

      
        

        
                                  
              
                                  
                              
 
              
                Providing Family Stability

                After a sudden eviction notice turned Lakeea’s world upside down, she was referred to United Way’s Stable Families program. Her Stable Families coordinator, Nate, shared Lakeea’s desire to keep life as stable and consistent as possible for her daughters. He worked with her to find new housing in their same community, set goals for budgeting and saving, and to re-enroll in college.

                Read More
              
 
            
 

                                  
              
                                  
                              
 
              
                Ensuring Student Success

                Rob and Daylon were matched through Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Ohio when Daylon was 9 years old. With encouragement and guidance from Rob, Daylon is now a leader and role model who speaks out about the impact of gun violence. He is also proud to be the first person in his family to attend college.

                Read More
              
 
            
 

                                  
              
                                  
                              
 
              
                Fighting Hunger

                Located in the Milo-Grogan neighborhood, NNEMAP has expanded its reach and hours due to the growing need brought on by the pandemic. The pantry currently serves people six days a week from any ZIP code in central Ohio. Roy Clark, the Executive Director of NNEMAP, says that like most nonprofits, the pantry has experienced declining revenues and rising costs during this crisis.  

                Read More
              
 
            
 

                                  
              
                                  
                              
 
              
                Building a Strong Foundation

                Charlene and her husband are essential workers in central Ohio who were called back to work shortly after COVID-19 struck. The YMCA Hilltop Educare Center, where their daughter was enrolled, became an emergency pandemic center and was able to continue providing safe, affordable, quality care that provided stability for the family.  

                Read More
              
 
            
 

                  
 
      
 

      
        View More Ways We Make an Impact        
          
        
      
    



        
            

      

        
                      
              
                "My motivation to give, volunteer and advocate is my belief that everyone deserves an equal opportunity to reach their ultimate potential."

              

              
                Eve Ellinger, Founding Member of Women’s Leadership Council (now Women United)              
            

                      
              
                "Thank you so much, not only for the grant, but for the opportunity to continue to apply for funds. Our clients need us now more than ever, and we are not backing down. It’s nice that United Way is right there with us. You are true partners!"

              

              
                Rachel Lustig,  president & CEO of Catholic Social Services              
            

                      
              
                "Stable Families made sure we were able to maintain that family structure for them (her children) to be able to go to school."

              

              
                Donna, Stable Families participant and single mom raising three children plus her sister's four children              
            

                  


      
 
    


    
      
        Stay Informed

        
          
            Newsroom

                          
                
                
                  United Way, The Big Bus and COTA Mobilize the Power Of Community to Expand Tutoring Services

                  February 23, 2024

                

              

                          
                
                
                  Claim Your Refunds: Register for Free Tax Time 2024 Assistance from United Way

                  February 20, 2024

                

              

                        
              View All News
              
                
              
            
          
 
          
            Connect on Social Media

            Join us on your favorite channel. See the impact of your gifts. #GiveUWCO

            
                                                                                                      

          
 
        
 
      
 
    


    
      
        
          Sign Up for Updates.

          Receive regular email updates delivered directly to your inbox. Learn about the nonprofits and people we support, the impact of your gifts, special events and volunteering opportunities in central Ohio.
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	Name
This field is for validation purposes and should be left unchanged.




          
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
        

                        

                        

		                
		                
        

      

    







 




  
    
      United Way of Central Ohio 
 215 N. Front St., Suite 600, 
 Columbus, Ohio 43215
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   See our funded partners
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